C__# D FE b s 4F4O0F%BE
wm—IRIESHE X ARERSE
BRLC" BELT AND ROAD LANGUAGES AND CULTURES NETWORK Issue 11 January 2025

BRLCN BRIEFING

———

ol

The official newsletter of CONTENTS
the Belt and Road o A message from the secretariat
Languages and Cultures network

» Highlights

¢ Council members’ activities

Published by

the BRLCN secretariat » Coming events



BRLC" “—HE—R ESHEXCAENRE
BELT AND ROAD LANGUAGES AND CULTURES NETWORK

BRLCN BRIEFING

Issue 11, January 2025

Editorial team

Chief editor: Peng Lun
Executive editor: Han Fang

Layout designer: Guo Ziai

Contact us

Address: Office of BRLCN, 21st Century China Daily, 15 Huixin Dongjie,
Chaoyang, Beijing P.R.China, 100029
Phone: (86) 10-64995598/5494

Email: brlen @i21st.cn

Newsletter online

The newsletter can be read online at https://brlen.com/



SECRETARIAT'S MESSAGE = e

AMESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARIAT

As the Belt and Road Languages and Cultures Network enters its third calendar year we can look back with some satisfaction on what we have
achieved together since the network was founded in October 2023. We believe that two fitting one-word descriptions of 2024 would be trust and
progress. Activities carefully planned by the secretariat always received swift and enthusiastic responses from all of you. Whenever the secretariat
faced challenges, many were eager to offer their advice and help. Moreover, your unstinting support for the secretariat’s decisions has been
instrumental in ensuring great progress in our work.

As we look to the coming year, a word that particularly resonates is innovation, and we are keen to draw on the many conveniences that various
technologies deliver to add vitality to the network. We believe technology can be a powerful driver of educational equity and can lubricate the wheels
of cultural exchange, guiding us to journey further and wider on the path of educational and cultural collaboration.

As President Xi Jinping said in his New Year address, “Dreams and wishes may be far, but they can be fulfilled with dedicated pursuit.” The
network’s journey is one of years and decades rather than weeks and months, and with clear direction and unity we will surely achieve the goals we
set for ourselves.

In that spirit, here is some inspiration from Sikhumbuzo Sibanda, President of the National Association of English Teachers of South Africa,
BRLCN’s newest friend and partner, who said: “Together we can do more.”
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This forum, with the theme “Language connectivity: A path to quality
Belt and Road development” was held in Beijing in both online and
offline formats on December 30. It aimed to foster dialogue and
exchange between China and other countries in the fields of language,
education and culture so as to drive quality Belt and Road development.

In the opening ceremony, Zeng Qingkai, Editor-in-Chief of 21st
Century, China Daily, said the theme of the forum was in line with the
idea of promoting interconnectedness among Belt and Road partner
countries. He made three key proposals on improving language and
cultural exchanges as part of the Belt and Road Initiative: to strengthen
the cultivation of language talent to lay a solid foundation for language
connectivity; to seize the opportunities of the digital age to innovate
with collaboration and exchange models; and to enhance mutual
understanding among young people to consolidate the power of cultural
exchange and mutual learning.

Six experts and scholars from China, Brazil, Italy and the United
Kingdom delivered keynote speeches on international language and
culture, and on deepening language education collaboration and
improving cultural and people-to-people exchanges between China
and other countries. Representatives of members of the Belt and Road
Languages and Cultures Network, as well as experts, scholars and
teachers of language and in cultural fields from China and overseas took
part in the forum online.

Keynote speakers (Clockwise from top left): Prof. Li Yuming from Beijing Language
and Culture University, Daniela Cuccurullo from TESOL Italy, Prof. Cheng Aimin
from China Association for International Education, Prof. George Xinsheng Zhang
from Richmond American University London, Prof. Lixian Jin from International
Association for Intercultural Communication Studies and Lucia Rodrigues Alves
from BRAZ-TESOL.

SECOND COUNCIL MEETING OF BELT AND ROAD LANGUAGES AND CULTURES NETWORK

‘—H—IR EEEBNHARKRBIESEAE RSWIRF BT
This was held on December 30, 2024, with 51 representatives of
member organizations attending online.

Zhang Haigang, Deputy Editor-in-Chief of 2Ist Century, China Daily,
summarized the network’s work over the year and reported on the
work plan for 2025, on behalf of the secretariat. This year the network
will continue to innovate with the mission of paving the way through
language and building bridges through culture, he said. The main
task of the network is to implement the consensus adopted at the first
council meeting of the network, to organize international academic
activities and to promote cultural and people-to-people exchanges
between China and other countries, he said.

Four representatives of council member organizations gave their views
and offered suggestions on the network’s future. They were: Dr AlVin  Tpe second council meeting in session.
Pang of the SEAMO Regional Language Center (Singapore); Professor

Shang Xin of Shanghai University; Professor Svetlana Sannikova of the

National Association of Teachers of English in Russia; and Professor

Liu Yanhui of Ningxia University, Yinchuan.

Sikhumbuzo Sibanda, president of the National Association of English
Teachers of South Africa, a new member of the network, said he looked
forward to working with other member organizations to improve the
quality of English education in his country and to fostering cross-
cultural exchange.
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2024: GLOBAL MOOC AND ONLINE EDUCATION CONFERENCE

2024 HRFRRSHELHBEASHRINEFF

T Y ryperpe At this conference, at Queen Mary University of London on December
12, the theme was “Reimagining the future of higher education in
the intelligence era”, and the concept of “the first year of intelligent
Advocate for the ResponsiIENRINCES global higher education was presented. During the event
WETTCER T ELRVENTEICLIGIGETRPY  the Report on the Digital Development of Global Higher Education
ELEICHEENEN VBTG IEENGRE.  (2024) and The Digital Development Index of Global Higher Education
(2024) were published. In addition, typical applications of intelligent
Foster Coordinated Devel Sflu'cat@on were explqred, and thg latest achie;vgments in educational
igitalization in various countries were exhibited. There were four
LR SR TTECIETEL  thematic sessions, on the reconstruction of university models, ethical
LR LEE R 1isks of artificial intelligence, professional capabilities and digital
literacy, and new teaching paradigms centered on practical application.
More than 340 participants, including leaders and experts from 135
universities, online education platforms, international organizations
and government agencies in 32 countries and regions, took part.

Li Luming, President of Tsinghua University, spoke at the opening ceremony.

CHINA-UK UNIVERSITIES ROUNDTABLE AND LAUNCH OF THE UK YOUNG ENVOYS
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME

PRERERSE “BMEIE" ENEESELS

These two events were held at Queen Mary University of London =
on December 12. Wu Yan, China’s Vice Minister of the Ministry of i
Education, Zheng Zeguang, China’s Ambassador to the UK, and
Jacqueline Jill Smith, Minister of State in the UK Department for
Education, attended and delivered speeches. Leaders of 24 universities
and educational institutions from China and the UK took part and
discussed topics such as “Open scientific exchange and cooperation”
and “China-UK student mobility and collaboration”. An initiative called
Europe Doubling, proposed by President Xi Jinping when he visited
Europe last May, aims to double the scale of youth exchanges between
China and Europe over the next three years.
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The launch ceremony of the UK Young Envoys Scholarship Programme.

CHINA-EUROPE TOP UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS’ DIALOGUE

\

2024 HRRRIRARBAIHERLINEFF

This event, held at University College London on December 13,
was jointly organized by the Association of University Presidents of
China and the League of European Research Universities. Presidents
of a total of 16 Chinese and European universities discussed the
internationalization of higher education, research collaboration, talent
cultivation and cultural exchange. They also discussed optimizing
cooperation mechanisms, expanding collaborative areas and improving
the effectiveness of partnerships.
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Representatives at the China-Europe Top University Presidents’ Dialogue.
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TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY, BEIJING
23 |The university signed MoU with Moscow State Technical University of

DALIAN UNIVERSITY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES,
LIAONING PROVINCE

The "Young Envoys Scholarship” in Liaoning Province Launched

Dec

Bauman
BRERFEEHRENHERNARFEEGEE =R

The university and Bauman Moscow State Technical University signed
a memorandum of understanding on December 23. Mikhail Gordin,
Rector of the Moscow institution, and a delegation were welcomed by
President Li Luming, and they discussed extending collaboration in
areas such as scientific research innovation and joint talent cultivation
programs.

Representatives of Tsinghua University and of Moscow State Technical University of
Bauman on December 23.

BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY

13-15) The 6th Annual Conference of China Universities Alliance for the
Development of Foreign Language and Literature Discipline

BNETESRINEFRAREREFRAIRIBEAZED

The sixth annual conference of the China Universities Alliance for the
Development of Foreign Language and Literature Discipline was held at
the university from December 13 to 15. The conference, with the theme
“Promoting innovative development of disciplines and accelerating
the construction of a quality education system”, attracted about 100
experts who looked at developments in foreign-language and literature
learning and teaching. In addition to keynote speeches, the conference
featured sub-forums that discussed various aspects of foreign-language
and literature discipline development, including the empowerment
of artificial intelligence, international talent cultivation, teacher
professional development, international communication capabilities
and foreign-language curriculum reform.

The annual conference of the China Universities Alliance for the Development of
Foreign Language and Literature Discipline in session.

78 YES ZEMEE 2024 KiESMNEEAFFERNFE
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On December 10 the university hosted the launch ceremony for the
Young Envoys Scholarship France Program in Liaoning and the
2024 China-France Student Exchange Program. The Young Envoys
Scholarship France Program will welcome 27 French students and
faculty, with a series of activities planned, including professional
coursework, school visits, local business tours and cultural exchange
events. These activities aim to enhance mutual understanding
and foster long-lasting friendships between young people of both
countries. The Young Envoys Scholarship was initiated by the leaders
of China and France as the two countries last year celebrated the 60th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two countries being
established. The scholarship is designed to build bridges and promote
in-depth exchanges between Chinese and French youth in various fields,
including culture, education and innovation.

BEIHANG UNIVERSITY, BEIJING

The university signed agreements with universities and research
institutions in France and Austria

ARMEMAARZSEE . BMRIZPRIAE . BIEFAE
BEEGIEINY

The President of the university, Wang Yunpeng, led a delegation to
France and Austria from December 9 to 15, during which he signed
agreements with several institutions, including the Ecole supérieure de
physique et de chimie industrielles de la ville de Paris, Université Paris-
Saclay and the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis in
Austria.

Wang Yunpeng (right) and Vincent Croquette, President of the Ecole supérieure de
physique et de chimie industrielles de la ville de Paris, signing an agreement.

JIANGSU UNIVERSITY, ZHENJIANG

he university signed MoU with Gwangju Institute of Automotiv
Technology in South Korea

IARFESHENNRA S ENRGEEGPRBETR

The Vice President of the university, Yang Daojian, led a delegation on
visits to Croatia and South Korea from December 8 to 15. At Gwangju
Institute of Automotive Technology in South Korea both parties agreed
on strengthening research collaboration in vehicle engineering, and they
signed a memorandum of understanding.
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Yang Daojian (right) and Jin Chengzhen, president of Gwangju Institute of
Automotive Technology, after signing the agreement.

BEIJING YOUTH POLITICS COLLEGE

The college signed an agreement with universities in Egypt and Morocco

ERBERAFRSEN . BESSFSHeREZSIENMNY

The President of the college, Qiao Dongliang, led a delegation on a visit
to Egypt and Morocco from December 8 to 15, during which he signed
agreements with New Cairo University of Technology and Omnia
School of Business and Technology in Casablanca. The Egyptian and
Moroccan universities agreed to work with their Beijing counterpart on
dual degree programs, short-term student and faculty exchanges, and
joint research.

Qiao Dongliang and Tarek Abdel Malek, President of New Cairo University of
Technology, after signing the agreement.

SHANGHAI INTERNATIONAL STUDIES UNIVERSITY

World University Presidents Forum

The World University Presidents Forum, with the theme “Technology,
language, higher education for human progress”, was held at the
university from December 7 to 8. Ten university presidents from
China, Germany, Japan, Peru, the United Kingdom and the United
States discussed topics such as the transformation of foreign-
language institutions and the development of higher education and
humanities disciplines. Shanghai International Studies University has
been celebrating the 75th anniversary of its founding, and those who
attended the forum represented 49 universities in China and elsewhere,
international organizations and educational institutions, and other
attendees included alumni and current staff and students.

Yin Dongmei, Party Secretary of Shanghai International Studies University, delivered
a speech at the opening ceremony.

SHANGHAI UNIVERSITY

China-Latin America Development Research Center

EBRFHEFAIERFRFEGIEMNIL
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Cheng Danhong, Party Secretary of the university, led a delegation on
a visit to Brazil and Bahrain from December 4 to 12. At the Federal
University of Bahia in Brazil he signed an agreement on jointly
establishing the China-Latin America Development Research Center.
This collaboration aims to contribute to academic collaboration in the
Global South and to strengthen ties between China and Latin America.
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Cheng Danhong and Paulo Miguez, Rector of the Federal University of Bahia, after
signing an agreement.

XTAN INTERNATIONAL STUDIES UNIVERSITY

Ded
3 SHAANXI PROVINCE

Seminar on Quality Development of Chinese Education in Central Asia

P HESRELAFMISBEPU P EWRARAKES

A seminar on developing Chinese education in Central Asia and a joint
meeting of Chinese program leaders were held at the university on
December 3. Experts and scholars discussed topics such as deepening
language and cultural exchanges in Belt and Road countries and the
current reform strategy of international Chinese education. About 200
participants, including experts from 12 universities in four Central
Asian countries, Chinese scholars and staff and students of Xi’an
International Studies University took part.
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TIANJIN FOREIGN STUDIES UNIVERSITY

International Seminar on Application of Modern Educational Technology in
Teaching Russian as a Foreign Language
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Lyu Chaofeng, Vice President of Ningbo University, and a representative of the
University of Auckland after signing the memorandum of understanding.

UNIVERSITY OF CHINESE ACADEMY OF SOCIAL
SCIENCES, BEIJING

The university signed an agreement with the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens

‘DR EERAESIMEERFPIINA" ErFARFTREX
ERIMNETERZEES

An international seminar on applying modern educational technology
in teaching Russian as a foreign language was held at the university on
December 2. It was organized by the university in collaboration with
South Ural State University of Chelyabinsk, Russia. Experts discussed
research findings and practical experience on applying modern
educational technology in teaching Russian. The seminar helped
deepen collaboration between Chinese and Russian higher education
institutions and advance innovation in language education. It also
underlined the close collaboration of China and Russia in the field of
educational technology.

NINGBO UNIVERSITY, ZHEJIANG PROVINCE

The University Signed Cooperation Agreements with Universities in New Zealand
and Australia

TIRAFZEHA= . BARIT S FERETT S EY

The Vice Party Secretary and Vice President of the university, Lyu
Chaofeng, led a delegation on a visit to Australia and New Zealand from
December 1 to 8. At the University of Auckland he signed a student
exchange program agreement, and at Victoria University of Wellington
a memorandum of understanding was signed covering collaboration
on short-term student exchanges, direct entry from undergraduate to
postgraduate programs, and international collaboration in cultivating
talent.

PEHSRIFRAZSHERFEZGIEMY

The President of the university, Gao Xiang, led a delegation on a visit
to the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, on November
27, during which he and the Rector of the Greek institution, Gerasimos
Siasos, discussed collaboration, and the two universities signed an
agreement.

Representatives of the University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and
University of Athens after signing an agreement.

Thanks to council members who have kindly offered help in the making of this newsletter.




Jan 24-25
Thailand TESOL International Conference, Bangkok
Feb 12

10th International Conference on Languages, Linguistics, Translation and Literature, Ahwaz, Iran

1

29th NELTA International Conference, Katmandu, Nepal

Mar 17119

RELC International Conference, Singapore

Mar 18-21

TESOL International Convention & Expo, California

Mar 22-25

American Association for Applied Linguistics 2025 Conference, Denver, Colorado
April 4-6

The 8th International Forum on Lingustics and Chinese Education

Apr 8-11

TATEFL International Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland

Apr12

The 4th Global Language Governance Forum

Apr10-13

XXX NATE-Russia Conference

May 9-10

Chinese Language Association annual conference, New York

May 30-Jun 1

Pacific Second Language Research Forum 2025 in conjunction with Conference on Innovation in 12 Chinese Acquisition Research, Shanghai

Jun 14-17
The 5th International Symposium on Language Teaching and Research

Jun 20-22

Africa ELTA International Conference, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
July 1719

21st BRAZ-TESOL International Conference

July 25-27

Global English Education China Assembly

Dec17-19
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11th International Symposium on Second Language Acquisition in China, Shanghai




