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SICHUAN PROVINCE
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SECRETARIAT

AMESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARIAT

As the new year begins, everything is renewed. With cherished memories of the past and bright hopes for the future, we step
together into the promising year of 2026.

Looking back on 2025, we embraced “innovation” as our annual theme and guiding principle. Over the past year, with the
joint efforts of all of you, this vision has been deeply integrated into every initiative of the BRLCN.

Innovation lies in broadening our focus, allowing the voices of youth to be heard by the world. Our flagship event, the Belt and
Road Forum for Language and Culture Collaboration, was successfully held in Beijing. This year’s forum achieved a significant
shift in perspective—moving from a focus on educational institutions to engaging with Generation Z, the core of education. We
created a multidimensional dialogue space that brought together schools, teachers, and students, turning the forum into a true
platform for young minds to exchange ideas and express themselves. In resonance with this, the “Round-table with TESOL
Presidents,” participated in by seven council members, also shifted its focus from macro-level educational management to
the practical topic of “how to cultivate cross-cultural communication skills among Generation Z.” This stems from our shared
belief that young people are the envoys of mutual learning among civilizations and the key force shaping the future.

Innovation lies in deepening our content, building bridges of dialogue across borders. The Global English Education China
Assembly, again yielded fruitful outcomes. For the first time, the assembly featured the “Bridging Cultures: An ELT Dialogue”
session, exploring language teaching practices in basic education and successfully establishing a vibrant platform for global
classroom observation and exchange. English teachers from Malaysia, Mongolia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia, Indonesia,
Vietnam, and China shared their experiences, showcasing the rich diversity of language education and culture. The success
of this event, particularly the new session, owes much to the crucial role played by our overseas council members in content
planning and international coordination.

Innovation also lies in uniting like-minded partners, strengthening the power of collaboration. Most delightfully, over the
past few months, the BRLCN family has welcomed several new academic partners: Tribhuvan University (Nepal), Jashore
University of Science and Technology (Bangladesh), University of Rajshahi (Bangladesh), Universiti Malaya (Malaysia),
Mandakh University (Mongolia), Voronezh State University (Russia), University of Auckland (New Zealand), Society for Anglo
Chinese Understanding (UK), Asociacién Colombiana de Profesores de Inglés (Colombia) and Angolan English Language
Teachers' Association (Angola). Their inclusion has infused new energy and perspectives into our alliance. Let us once again
extend a warm welcome to our new members!

2026 marks the Year of the Horse in the Chinese lunar calendar. The horse symbolizes resilience, progress, and far-reaching
vision. We hope the BRLCN will advance like a steadfast steed—combining the steady perseverance of “moving forward
without haste” with the dynamic attitude of “advancing with sure and swift steps” to seize the opportunities ahead.

The road before us is vast and filled with possibilities. Let us continue to stand shoulder to shoulder, with language as our
vessel and culture as our sail, navigating toward a broader future and embracing a brilliant 2026 for each and every one of us.
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HIGHLIGHTS|

Il THE 2025 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE SINO-RUSSIAN LANGUAGE EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY ALLIANCE AND THE CHINA-RUSSIA UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS’ FORUM

OPENS IN HARBIN, HEILONGJIANG PROVINCE

2025 PHIEEHE X FRBFLEMHAXFZRKICIZET
N e T S 2 0 University Alliance and the China-Russia University Presidents’
TR & & Forum was held at Heilongjiang University in Harbin on December
17. More than 140 participants attended the event, including officials
from relevant provincial government departments, representatives
from the Consulate General of the Russian Federation in Harbin,
as well as university leaders, experts, scholars, and student
representatives from more than 40 Chinese and Russian universities.
During the conference, the list of new member universities was
announced, and the 2026-2027 Roadmap and the logo of the Sino-
Russian Language Education University Alliance was released. The
event featured two parallel forums, with the themes “Innovation and
Development in Language Education Cooperation between Chinese
and Russian Universities” and “The Development of the Era and
the Power of Youth: Youth Exchanges between Chinese and Russian
— Universities.” Experts and scholars from China and abroad had
The Annual Conference of the Sino-Russian Language Education University Alliance discussions on topics Such as technology empowerment and resource
and the China-Russia University Presidents’ Forum in session. sharing and joint talent cultivation and mutual cultural learning,

. . . building consensus and charting directions for future cooperation.
The 2025 Annual Conference of the Sino-Russian Language Education  (Source: China Daily)

Il INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON MUTUAL LEARNING AMONG CIVILIZATIONS OPENS IN
MACAO SAR

X B EEFRCIZERIIZFF

The 2025 International Forum on Mutual Learning Among
Civilizations kicked off in China's Macao Special Administrative Region
(SAR) on December 16, convening about 300 government officials,
international organization representatives, and prominent scholars
from about 10 countries and regions. The event, with the theme“Mutual
Learning among Civilizations, Inheritance and Development”, featured
more than 20 keynote speeches and academic exchanges, bolstered by
two parallel forums addressing civilizational coexistence and sustainable
heritage protection. Hosted by the Macao SAR Government and
organized by the Cultural Affairs Bureau, the forum served as a high-

level platform for fostering global dialogue and cultural preservation.
(Source: CGTN, Xinhua News)

Academic salon on Practices and Experiences in International Cooperation for
Cultural Heritage Protection in session.

SICHUAN PROVINCE

E_ERENB RRICIZEN) | EERZETT Chengdu, Sichuan Province on December 5. The opening ceremony
featured keynote speeches by Huai Jinpeng, Minister of Education of
China, and Philippe Baptiste, French Minister of Higher Education,
Research and Space. Huai said that the ongoing technological
revolution and industrial transformation are posing unprecedented
: O e = challenges to education, and China and France, as globally influential
FRERA DR countries, have both the will and capacity to cooperate closely and
jointly contribute “Sino-French educational wisdom” to address
et b S : shared global challenges. During the forum, universities from both
\ b 4 ff " , ” o 1 { k| "y‘ ‘ countries reached 54 cooperative outcomes, covering areas such as

¥ -
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DEBEERIRE
Présentation des accords de coopération /

J joint dual-degree training programs, cooperative education initiatives,
- student exchange programs, joint research laboratories, and the
construction of overseas campuses. Representatives from many
universities discussed topics including building future-oriented talent
cultivation systems, promoting sustainable development, exploring
innovative humanities and social science pathways to address major
Sino-French Higher Education Cooperation Agreements signed. global challenges, and advancing balanced and sustainable student

. . . mobility.
The Second Sino-French Education Development Forum was held in (Source: China’s MOE)
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Il 2025 GLOBAL MOOC AND ONLINE EDUCATION CONFERENCE OPENS IN MEXICO

2025 R RIRSEXHBERSESAETET

4. The Conference, under the theme “Education Without Borders -
Pl e Intelligent Future”, released the Report on the Digital Development
o = of Global Higher Education (2025) and the Digital Development
‘ ! i Index of Global Higher Education (2025). Participants discussed
topics such as the transformation of educational paradigms,
industry-education integration and the global education ecosystem,
the ethics and governance of artificial intelligence, and visions for
i educational quality and equity.
9oRio e oo A new global concept of “Smart MOOCs” was proposed, and
exemplary smart MOOCs were unveiled, including “Chemical
Thermodynamics” from Tsinghua University and “Introduction to
Artificial Intelligence” from Zhejiang University. The concept defines
a new course paradigm that reshapes the full teaching-learning-
management-assessment process through intelligent technologies.
The event also issued the Mexico City Declaration and held an
Li Luming, President of Tsinghua University, delivers a keynote speech at the 2025 Intelhgent Education AChlevement Exhibition, showcasing future
Global MOOC and Online Education Conference. education concepts and scenarios centered on “Future Teachers”,
“Future Classrooms”, “Future Learning Centers” and “Future
The 2025 Global MOOC and Online Education Conference was held ~ Schools.”
at the National Autonomous University of Mexico from December 2to ~ (Source: China's MOE, Tsinghua University)




MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS
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UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND

The University of Auckland is the largest and the most comprehensive
university in New Zealand, hosting over 45,000 students on five
Auckland campuses, including international students representing
around 100 countries. The University is ranked 65th in the world by
the QS World University Rankings 2026, making it New Zealand’s
highest ranked university. The University's motto is Ingenio et

Labore. Freely translated from the Latin, it means "by natural ability
and hard work". The purpose is to create globally transformative
impacts through our distinctive strengths in world leading research,
scholarship, teaching and collaborative partnerships, inspired by
our unique position in Aotearoa New Zealand and the Asia-Pacific.
Website: https://www.auckland.ac.nz/



COUNCIL MEMBERS' ACTIVITIES

SHANDONG UNIVERSITY
The Pakistan Research Center of Shandong University Inaugurated

WARKRFEEETBHFHOBhMY AT

The inauguration ceremony of the Pakistan Research Center of
Shandong University was held at the university’s Central Campus on
December 18. Khalil Hashmi, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan to China, and Wu Zhen, Executive Vice President of Shandong
University, jointly unveiled the center. The Pakistan Research Center
is a joint research platform established by Shandong University in
cooperation with the Embassy of Pakistan in China. The center will
focus on areas such as education and training, scientific research and
consulting, and bilateral cooperation, serving as a professional platform
for academic exchange and people-to-people engagement between
China and Pakistan. It aims to support the high-quality development of
the Belt and Road Initiative and contribute to building an even closer
China-Pakistan community with a shared future.
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Khalil Hashmi (left), Pakistani Ambassador to China and Wu Zhen, Executive Vice
President of Shandong University jointly unveil the plaque for the Pakistan Research
Center of Shandong University.

TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY

Agreements Signed with Universities in France and Greece

BREAZEEZE. RIESRESRESSIENY

Qiu Yong, Party Secretary of Tsinghua University visited France and
Greece from December 14 to 18. During his stay in France, Qiu signed a
letter of intent for cooperation between the Institute for Climate Change
and Sustainable Development of Tsinghua University and the Climate
School of Sciences Po (the Paris Institute of Political Studies). In
Greece, Qiu signed Memorandum of Understandings with Gerasimos
Siasos, Rector of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens
and Vassilis Vasdekis, President of the Athens University of Economics
and Business, and concluded a student exchange agreement with the
National Technical University of Athens.

I BEIHANG UNIVERSITY

Agreement Signed with the Ecoles Centrale Group

MR AZE SEE P RIE T EFREZEGIEMNY

During the 2nd Sino-French Education Development Forum, a
dual-degree cooperation agreement between Beihang University
and the Groupe des Ecoles Centrales was showcased as one of
eleven representative agreements, marking a new milestone in their
partnership.

Under this agreement, 30 French students will be recruited annually
for dual-degree exchanges in China. After completing a period of study
in the country, these students will be eligible to receive a Master’s degree
awarded by the Chinese side. By integrating premium educational
resources from both nations, the program establishes a joint cultivation
system that bridges Chinese and Western academic traditions, providing
students with a bicultural learning environment and a broader platform
for development. The initiative will support the regularized intake of
French students for dual-degree programs in China in collaboration
with leading French universities, and contribute to advancing the
“10,000 students in three years, doubling exchanges with Europe”
initiative.

UNIVERSITY OF CHINESE ACADEMY OF SOCIAL
SCIENCES

MoU signed with the Latin American Council of Social Sciences

PEHSRFRAZ ST EMM SN EREESIPARETR

The University of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and the
Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO) have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding, marking the official launch of their
partnership in academic exchange and talent cultivation. The two
institutions will engage in deep cooperation across multiple fields,
including the placement of outstanding students for internships at
FLACSO, joint postdoctoral training programs, bilateral student and
scholar exchanges, and collaborative research initiatives. Established
in 1957, FLACSO is a regional intergovernmental international
organization headquartered in San José, the capital of Costa Rica.



COUNCIL MEMBERS' ACTIVITIES
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SHANGHATI INTERNATIONAL STUDIES UNIVERSITY
The Fifth China-Russia Young Writers Forum Opens

BRREPHEFERICIRELINGTT

The Fifth China-Russia Young Writers Forum was held from
December 1 to 3 at the Hongkou Campus of Shanghai International
Studies University. The forum was also included as part of the China-
Russia Year of Culture program. Li Yansong, President of Shanghai
International Studies University, said that the China-Russia Young
Writers Forum, as the only institutionalized literary exchange
mechanism between Chinese and Russian writers, has played a unique
role in deepening people-to-people and cultural exchanges between
the two countries. A total of 18 young writers from China and Russia,
including Yelena Antipova, Zhou You’an, and Ilya Karameshev,
delivered speeches at the forum.

Since its inception, the China-Russia Young Writers Forum has been
held five times, attracting more than 120 writer participants from
both countries, and has become an important platform for regularized
exchanges among young writers from China and Russia.

W2 R AR IR
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BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY
The International Symposium on Education for Rural Sustainable
Development 2025

2025 HBERHRN LR RERMHY ST

The International Symposium on Education for Rural Sustainable
Development 2025 was held at Beijing Normal University on December
1. The event was co-hosted by Beijing Normal University, the UNESCO
International Research and Training Centre for Rural Education, and
the China Zigen Association for Rural Education and Development. His
Highness Tengku Amir Shah, the Crown Prince of Selangor, Malaysia
attended the symposium upon invitation.

Chen Xing, the Vice President of Beijing Normal University, said
that entrepreneurship education is a crucial path for stimulating the
endogenous driving force of rural areas and cultivating the innovative
capabilities of youth. The university will advance these practices
through three dimensions: conceptual framework building, community
empowerment and youth leadership, he said.

The Youth Empowerment Action Plan for Rural Sustainable
Development was launched at the opening ceremony of symposium.
The action plan provides a hands-on platform for young people to
engage deeply in rural transformation and support the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals.

Tengku Amir Shah, Crown Prince of Selangor, Malaysia, and delegation visit Beijing
Normal University.

DALIAN UNIVERSITY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES
The University Held an Online Meeting with the Royal Thai Embassy in
China

RESMNENEAF SR EFEIES T LI &)

Dalian University of Foreign Languages held an online meeting and
donation ceremony with the Royal Thai Embassy in China on December
1. Cong Mingcai, President of the university, expressed his gratitude to
the Royal Thai Embassy in China and the Foreign Affairs Office of the
Dalian Municipal People’s Government for their long-standing support
for the development of the university’s Thai language program and
talent cultivation. Cong said that 2025 marks the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Thailand,
and that guided by the spirit of kinship between China and Thailand,
exchanges and cooperation between the two countries have continued
to deepen. As the first public university in Northeast China to offer an
undergraduate program in Thai, the university will continue to leverage
its strengths in language and cultural education, deepen cooperation
with Thai partners in the fields of education and culture, and better
contribute to the broader development of China-Thailand exchanges.

Nov 30-Dec 4

NORTHWEST NORMAL UNIVERSITY
MoU Signed with Bangor University
PRI ERFE SR KFEZSIEINY

Zhang Jinyao, Vice President of Northwest Normal University, visited
universities in the United Kingdom from November 30 to December
4. The delegation visited the University of South Wales, Aberystwyth
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University, and Bangor University for academic exchanges. At Bangor
University, Zhang Jinyao and Oliver Turnbull, Vice-Chancellor of
Bangor University signed Memorandum of Understanding, laying a
solid foundation for deeper collaboration in the future.

Zhang Jinyao (left), Vice President of Northwest Normal University and Oliver
Turnbull, Vice-Chancellor of Bangor University sign MoU.

Nov 28-29

SOUTH CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY

2025 Symposium on Sino-Foreign Cooperative Education
2025 FHIMSEDNFITSEEREITERFE T

The 2025 Symposium on Sino-Foreign Cooperative Education
was held at the Foshan Campus of South China Normal University
from November 28 to 29. The symposium, with the theme “Quality
Assurance of Sino-Foreign Cooperative Education in the Era of
Artificial Intelligence: Opportunities, Challenges and Innovation”,
included a main forum with parallel sub-forums and brought together
about 100 scholars from China and abroad to discuss the high-quality
development of Sino-foreign cooperative education in the Al era.

Wang Chunchao, Vice President of South China Normal University,
said that AT is transforming Sino-foreign cooperative education,
necessitating a shift from scale expansion to quality-driven development
under a Chinese-characteristic intelligent education system. He said
there is an urgent need to establish Al-powered quality standards,
deepen Sino-foreign collaboration in Al education, and cultivate high-
level digital talent with a global perspective.

BELJING LANGUAGE AND CULTURE UNIVERSITY

Confucius Institute at the University of Magallanes Inaugurated

BREECRZAFERBRMYET

The inauguration ceremony of the Confucius Institute at the
University of Magallanes, jointly established by Beijing Language and
Culture University and the University of Magallanes, was held in Punta
Arenas, Chile on November 28. Mariela Alaredn, Vice President of the
University of Magallanes, Niu Qingbao, Ambassador of the People’s
Republic of China to Chile, and Zhang Baojun, Vice President of
Beijing Language and Culture University, attended the ceremony and
delivered remarks. Zhang Baojun said that the university will integrate
its academic strengths with the University of Magallanes’ distinctive
disciplinary advantages, and promote the development of “Chinese plus
professional” courses tailored to areas such as polar scientific research,
international trade, and tourism. He said that these efforts will provide
stronger intellectual support for cooperation between China and Chile.

Niu Qingbao (right), Chinese Ambassador to Chile, Mariela Alarcon, Vice President
of the University of Magallanes and Zhang Baojun (left), Vice President of Beijing
Language and Culture University jointly unveil the plaque for the Confucius Institute
at the University of Magallanes.

BEIJING JIAOTONG UNIVERSITY

Interdisciplinary Brazil-China Research Center established

EFRSRET NI AF P — FEAFSHOBAL

The Interdisciplinary Brazil-China Research Center was inaugurated
at the University of Campinas in Brazil on November 26. Zhu Qinggiao,
Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to Brazil, delivered
remarks via video link. Susan Kleebank, Director of the Asia-Pacific
Department of Brazil's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Yu Peng, Consul
General of China in Sao Paulo attended and addressed the event. The
establishment of the center marks a new stage in academic cooperation
between Chinese and Brazilian universities. The center will further
integrate interdisciplinary resources within the University of Campinas,
promote the implementation of joint research projects with Chinese
universities, and strive to become a model for Global South cooperation.
The Confucius Institute at the University of Campinas, jointly
established by Beijing Jiaotong University and UNICAMP, played a
key role in facilitating the creation of the center and has served as an
important bridge for China-Brazil academic and cultural exchanges.

The inauguration ceremony in session.
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January 23-24, 2026 October 1-3, 2026
45th Thailand TESOL International Conference 2026, Bangkok, 61st National and 7th International ASOCOPI Annual
Thailand Conference, Bucaramanga, Colombia
January 30-31, 2026

30th NELTA International Conference 2026, Kathmandu, Nepal

March 9-11, 2026

60th RELC International Conference, Singapore

March 24-27, 2026

TESOL 2026 International Convention & Expo, Utah, USA

April 811, 2026

IATEFL International Conference and Exhibition, Brighton,

England

May 18-21, 2026

NATE Russia conference, Samara, Russia

May 22-24, 2026

6th Psychology of Language Learning Conference, Shantou,
Guangdong, China

May 29-31, 2026

Africa ELTA 10th International Conference, Nairobi, Kenya

July 14-17, 2026

22nd BRAZ-TESOL International Conference, Vitéria, Espirito

Santo, Brazil

August 24-25, 2026

16th AzETA International Conference, Baku, Azerbaijan
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